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Introduction
Sample Clean-up 139 The crude extracts were concentrated to 0.5 mL using a Zymark Turbovap® II (Hopkinton, 140 MA, USA) then washed with 3 mL of 98% sulfuric acid. After phase separation, the hexane Comparison of PBDE intake to human body burdens. 156 We have previously estimated UK adult intake of the target PBDEs via inhalation, dust 
Where C PBDE is the compound specific concentration in lipids (ng g -1 lw); I PBDE is the daily 166 intake of the target BFR (ng day -1 ); AF PBDE is the absorption fraction (unitless); BL is body 167 lipid mass (g) and K PBDE is the compound specific first order dissipation rate (day -1 ).
If K PBDE is assumed to be constant over time then equation 1 can be solved into:
Where C PBDE (0) is the studied PBDE body lipid concentration at time 0 (initial concentration 171 before intake). human milk from various countries (Frederiksen, et al. 2009 ). Interestingly, a higher average 197 level of BDE-153 (1100 pg g -1 lw) than that of BDE-99 (710 pg g -1 lw) was observed ( Table   198 1). While this differs from the relative contribution of these 2 PBDE congeners in the Where Di is the estimated dietary intake (ng kg -1 bw day -1 ); C PBDE is the concentration of 257 target PBDE in milk (ng g -1 lw); F lipid is the daily lipid intake via breast milk (g day -1 ) and Bw Table 3 shows the estimated dietary intake of target PBDEs via breast milk using different 264 exposure scenarios (in which exposure factors (e.g. dust ingestion rate) were held constant 265 but using different PBDE concentrations (e.g. 25 th percentile) derived from our breast milk 266 data). While the estimated average UK infant exposure to Σtri-hexa BDEs is much lower than 267 that in North America (Park, et al. 2011 ), a 1 month-old infant in the UK is still more scientific studies ought to characterize and measure the contaminants in breast milk so that 288 protective measures may be provided, if necessary, to avoid any potential harmful effects on 289 the mother or the newborn. Birnbaum, L.S.; Staskal, D.F. Brominated flame retardants: cause for concern? Environ Health 360
Perspect. 
